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A  MEDICAL  MISSIONARY 
IN  INDIA 

(The  following  has  been  forwarded  to 
us  by  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions.) 

A  most  interesting  piece  of  medical 
missionary  work  is  being  done  in  the 
Albert  Victor  Memorial  Hospital,  Ma- 
dura, India,  by  Dr.  Edward  Wheeler 
Wilder,  Harvard  1915,  Harvard  Medi- 
cal 1919,  whose  many  friends  in  Amer- 
ica have  just  been  sending  congratula- 
tions on  the  birth  of  a  second  son  this 
last  November.  Dr.  Wilder  was  boi-n  in 
Boston  and  attended  Boston  Latin 
School  preparatory  to  entering  Har- 
vard. 

Following  his  graduation  he  served 
six  months  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
in  the  Boston  Consumptives  Hospital 
and  twenty  months  interneship  in  gen- 
eral surgery  at  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital. In  1921  he  enlisted  under  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions  for  service  in  India. 
His  American  home  is  still  in  Boston 
where  his  mother,  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Wild- 
er lives  at  12  Lyndhurst  St.,  Dorches- 
ter Center. 

The  Albert  Victor  Memorial  Hospital, 
a  missionary  institution  founded  in 
1897  under  the  American  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions  by  Dr.  Frank  Van  Allen, 


was  built  by  Dr.  Van  Allen  with  funds 
raised  entirely  in  India.  At  the  time  of 
Dr.  Wilder 's  arrival  on  the  field,  Dr. 
Van  Allen  was  seriously  ill,  but  through 
sheer  grit  he  managed  to  keep  the  in- 
stitution going  until  the  younger  man 
had  acquired  the  language  and  adjusted 
himself  to  new  conditions.  In  1923,  Dr. 
Van  Allen  withdrew,  leaving  Dr.  Wilder 
in  charge  of  the  hospital  with  its  capac- 
ity of  40  beds  and  its  staff  of  two  In- 
dian physicians,  eight  nurse  compound- 
ers, evangelists  and  clerks.  The  records 
for  the  past  year  show  6-41  in-patients ; 
11,740  nciv  dis})ensai'y  patients;  15  ma- 
jor operations;  1,490  minor  operations; 
and  a  total  of  35,270  treatments. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  work  of 
the  hospital.  Dr.  Wilder  conducts  vil- 
lage clinics  that  might  well  cause  a 
physician  to  throw  up  his  hands  in  de- 
spair. In  his  own  words  the  situation 
is  often  as  follows.-  "After  a  swift  run 
of  an  hour  between  well  watered  rice 
fields;  a  turn  oft'  from  the  main  road 
takes  us  sloughing  through  sand,  jounc- 
ing over  bumps  and  winding  through 
narrow  crooked  streets  to  a  tinj^  school 
building.  It  is  the  day  for  the  opening 
of  the  new  clinic". 

On  arrival  no  crowd  is  in  sight  and 
it  is  found  on  (piestioning  tlie  teacher 
of  the  school  that  word  had  been  re- 
ceived there  of  the  doctor's  visit  "today 
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or  tomorrow"!  But  in  spite  of  uncev- 
tainty  Dr.  Wilder  and  his  assistants  un- 
load their  box  of  medicines  and  their 
lunch  preparatory  to  serving  what  pa- 
tients may  learn  of  their  arrival. 

"1  immediately  chose  the  court-yard 
as  affording  the  necessary  privacy  for 
examinations  and  treatment",  says  Dr. 
Wilder,  "but  my  suggestion  brought 
instant  protest  from  my  assistant.  'No, 
indeed,  if  we  are  to  expect  any  patients 
at  all  we  must  perform  out  in  the  open 
wliere  everyone  can  see;  the  adjoining 
cubicle  will  serve  for  the  few  cases 
where  privacy  is  necessary.'  So  two 
tables  were  brought  out  and  an  array 
of  bottles  set  out  to  rival  a  patent  medi- 
cine show". 

The  monotonous  pulsing  of  the  tom- 
tom which  had  been  heard  ever  since  the 
doctor  neared  the  village  ceased  and  the 
voice  of  the  town  crier  saluted  the  mis- 
sionaries and  all  who  w^ere  within  hear- 
ing distance  with  this  proclamation, 
"Ho,  all  you  sufferers  from  head-ache, 
stomach-ache,  back-ache,  pains  in  the 
legs,  arms  and  chesl^COME !  COME! 
Here  is  a  charity  doctor  with  medicine — 
COME!" 

"Shades  of  medical  ethics",  says  Dr. 
Wilder,  "after  my  display  of  wares  in 
public  and  my  advertising  myself  in 
this  fashion,  what  medical  society  will 
owTi  me?" 

But  the  result  is  soon  seen  when  pa- 
tients begin  to  gather  from  all  (juarters. 
A  reqiiest  for  water  is  answered  by  an 
eager  rush,  and  the  return  with  a  big 
brass  jar  filled  to  overflowing.  "What 
matter"  comments  Dr.  Wilder  ruefully, 
"though  the  pollywogs  disport  them- 
selves happily  in  it?" 

' '  In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  what  the 
patient  is  suffering  from,"  say  Dr. 
Wilder,  "many  mutely  extend  their 
wrists  and  I  remember  if  I  am  any  kind 
of  a  doctor  that  the  mere  feeling  of  the 
two  pulses  will  give  me  all  the  informa- 
tion I  desire !  So  I  take  the  out- 
stetched  hands,  look  wise,  and  at  the 
same  time  ask  what  gives  them  the  most 
trouble,  then  they  begin  to  tell.  No  one 
knows  exactly  his  age,  and  the  men  saj', 
'  about  so  much ',  and  make  a  good  guess. 
If  it's  not  good  enough  then  bystanders 


correct  them.  The  women  have  no  idea 
themselves  and  always  in  answering  give 
five  or  ten  years  leeway.  One  lady  with 
a  true  European  perspicacity  answered 
promptlj'  '  under  30 ' !  And  so  in  a 
short  time  we  began  leaving  the  age 
sjDace  blank  on  the  treatment  forms. 

"Many  of  the  patients  have  the  or- 
dinary garden  variety  of  disease",  con- 
tinues Dr.  Wilder,  "but  there  are  al- 
w^ays  exceptions.  A  boy  of  fifteen, 
stunted,  a  bundle  of  skin  and  bones  had 
both  feet  swollen,  and  legs  and  one  el- 
bow covered  with  dirty  discharging 
sjjecific  ulcers  plastered  over  with  some 
native  mixture  of  herbs  and  cow  dung ; 
also  with  plain  symptoms  of  leprosy. 
We  waited  until  the  rest  had  been  treat- 
ed and  then  cleaned  and  dressed  the 
ulcers.  One  dressing  a  week  is  entirely 
inadequate,  yet  he  improves  under  this 
treatment.  I  gave  him  medicine  to  take 
after  meals,  but  he  lingered  on  and  by 
inquiry  we  found  that  there  is  never 
any  noon  meal  at  his  house.  As  usual 
our  boy  had  put  up  more  lunch  than 
we  could  eat  and  so  the  youngster  got 
the  surphis.  He  wrapped  it  up  in  the 
fold  of  his  single  garment  and  cried 
as  he  hobbled  off,  'Shall  I  come  next 
Saturday?     Good-Bye!'  " 

Other  difficulties  that  the  missionary 
doctor  meets  in  India  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  story  of  the  wife  of  a  Brahman 
village  notable.  "She  stands  at  a  good 
distance  and  tells  her  symptoms.  We 
ask  to  feel  her  pulse ;  she  approaches. 
But  when  we  are  about  to  feel  of  it 
slie  thrust  a  silk  scarf  over  her  wrist. 
It  seems  that  she  has  taken  her  cere- 
monial bath  and  desires  to  spare  her- 
self another  which  our  defiling  touch 
would  require.  The  pulse  felt  through 
the  scarf  gave  some  information,  but 
hardly  as  much  as  we  needed.  We 
politely  ask  for  an  opportunity  for  fur- 
ther examination.  But  this  of  course  is 
denied.  So  we  do  the  best  we  can  under 
the  circumstances  and  the  next  week 
she  comes  back  cured ! ' ' 

This  outside  dispensary  clinic  work 
is  carried  on  every  week.  More  patients 
come  than  can  possibly  be  treated.  "In 
order  that  the  people  may  not  be  pau- 
perized", Dr.  Wilder  explains,  "there 
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is  a  flat  rate  of  4  cents  for  the  first  treat- 
ment and  2  cents  for  subsequent  treat- 
ments. Of  course  this  does  not  apply 
to  the  little  lei)er  patient,  or  others  who 
are  destitute,  but  it  results  in  the  knowl- 
edge that  those  who  come,  come  for  help 
and  not  for  amusement." 

A  sample  of  one  of  the  particularly 
interesting  cases,  from  several  view- 
points, that  Dr.  Wilder  had  last  year  is 
that  of  a  short-set  little  man  of  thirty, 
with  a  hair-lip  reposing  under  a  strag- 
gling black  moustache,  and  an  ever 
present  red  fez  covering  his  bald  head. 
He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  from  the 
household  of  the  High  Priest  of  the 
Mohammedan  community  of  Madura. 
He  was  a  Moslem  Priest  from  a  village 
fifty  miles  away — and  he  Avas  exceed- 
ingly seared.  It  took  considerable  skill 
to  get  him  to  allow  Dr.  Wilder  to  open 
the  abscess  on  his  wrist.  The  trouble 
turned  out  to  be  in  the  bone.  And  for 
many  weeks  hospital  dressings  and  treat- 
ments, as  Avell  as  other  operations,  were 
needed. 

A  few  days  after  his  admission  the 
Hospital  Evangelist  sold  him  a  Bible, 
and  then  the  fun  began !  At  almost  an^^ 
hour  of  the  day  he  could  be  found  in 
argument  with  someone.  The  evangelist 
spent  much  time  with  him  and  found 
him  nearly  his  match.  A  zealous  young- 
teacher  who  was  a  pastor  at  that  time 
took  on  the  rare  fellow  in  the  evening. 
The  Sahib  was  a  daily  attendant  at 
Morning  Prayers  joining  in  the  singing 
and  showing  a  special  interest  in  the 
l)reaching  services.  Did  he  renounce 
Mohammedanism  and  accept  Christian- 
ity? No  indeed!  But  the  Christian 
missionaries  feel  that  his  ministry  in 
his  OA\n  religion  has  been  broadened  by 
what  he  learned  in  the  Hospital.  Six 
months  later  he  returned  again,  anxious 
about  a  small  abscess  in  the  scar.  An 
X-ray  showed  the  bone  uninvolved  and 
lie  returned  home  in  a  few  days.  Dur- 
ing the  time  of  his  second  visit,  however, 
Xew  Year's  Day  came  around  and  the 
workers  were  much  surprised  to  see  his 
red  fez  go  bobbing  into  the  church  be- 
hind one  of  the  compounders  and  re- 
main   there   throughout    the    service — a 


bright  spot  of  color  in  the  midst  of  the 
bare  headed  Christian  congregation ! 

The  case  of  another  prominent  Hindu 
was  a  little  different  from  that  of  the 
Moslem  Priest.  This  man  had  had  an 
infection  of  the  glands  of  the  neck  which 
had  run  on  for  years  and  finally  after 
exhausting  native  remedies  he  was  sent 
to  the  Hospital.  He  stood  six  feet  tall 
but  weighed  barely  ninety  pounds.  No 
chloroform  could  be  given  him  for  the 
first  scrapings  of  diseased  tissue  from 
his  neck;  but  under  daily  dressings, 
good  food,  and  sun  treatment  he  slowly 
put  on  ten  pounds,  cleaned  up  his 
wound  and  eventually  went  home  com- 
pletely healed.  This  man  was  one  of  the 
Hospital's  most  grateful  patients  and 
as  soon  as  his  strength  began  to  come 
back  was  a  willing  helper  about  the 
Ward.  When  he  left  it  was  with  the 
express  wish  that  he  might  become  a 
Christian,  and  he  carried  with  him  a 
letter  of  recommendation  to  the  pastor 
of  his  village. 

The  Phi  Sigma  Phi  at  Harvard  has 
been  very  much  interested  in  sending 
gifts  of  surgical  dressings  for  Dr. 
Wilder 's  use. 


HARVARD   MEDICAL   SCHOOL 

October  22,  1927. 
To  the  Alumni  of  the  Harvard  Medical 

School: 

The  new  dormitory,  Vanderbilt  Hall, 
is  now  in  operation  and  excellent  meals 
are  being  served  in  the  large  dining 
hall.  The  system  of  payment  for  meals 
is  the  same  as  that  in  the  usual  club, 
namely  each  meal  is  signed  for  on  a 
check  giving  name  and  address  by  those 
who  have  the  privilege  of  using  the  din- 
ing hall.  The  use  of  it  was  extended  at 
once  to  the  students,  the  teaching  force, 
and  at  luncheon  to  the  women  secre- 
taries and  technicians  engaged  in  work 
at  the  Medical  School. 

The  matter  of  having  the  Alumni  free 
to  use  the  dining  hall  was  taken  uj)  Arith 
the  Comptroller  of  the  University  and 
he  informs  me  that  he  is  glad  to  extend 
the  privileges  of  the  dining  hall  to  any 
alumnus  of  the  Medical  School  wher- 
ever he  may  live.    It  will  only  be  neces- 
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sary  for  him  to  sign  a  check  and  give  his 
name  and  address  for  each  meal  as  is 
done  by  other  persons,  and  bills  will  be 
sent  him  by  the  University  when  the 
usual  termbills  are  sent  to  the  students, 
Faculty,  and  others  using  the  dining 
hall.    There  are  no  cash  transactions. 

It  is  great  i)leasure  to  extend  to  you 
as  an  alumnus  an  invitation  to  use  the 
dining  hall  at  your  convenience. 

If  rooms  are  vacant  in  the  Dormitory 
returning  alumni  making  a  temporary 
stay  in  Boston  may  rent  these  rooms  at 
a  very  moderate  rate. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
David  L.  Edsall,  M.D.,  Dean. 


VANDERBILT  HALL 

1927—1928 

No  tipping  shall  be  allowed  in  the 
Dormitory.  This  rule  applies  also  to 
special  occasions  such  as  private  lun- 
cheons and  dinners. 

Gymnashim — Squash  Courts — Lockers 

For  men  Living  in  the  Dormitory : 
The  use  of  the  Squash  Courts  and 
Gymnasium    will   be    free   for    the 
])resent  school  year; 
Lockers  may  be  rented  at  $2.00. 

For  Students  and  Members  of  the 
Teaching  Staff  Living  Outside  the 
Dormitory : 

A  fee  of  $5.00  will  be  required. 
This  entitles  them  to  the  use  of  a 
locker,  the  use  of  the  Gymnasium, 
and  makes  them  eligible  to  play  on 
the  squash  courts  provided  they  pay 
an  additional  fee  of  15c  per  player 
per  period. 

All  Students  Using  Squasli  Courts 
Must  have  a  locker  unle.ss  living  ju 
the  Dormitory. 

Charges  for  Use  of  Gymnasium  and 

Squash  Courts 

Will  be  piat  on  term  bills. 
Members  of  the  Teaching  Staff  will 
be  sent  bills  at  the  regular  termbill 
])eriods — namely,  November  12th, 
Janiuirv  12th,  April  12th  and  June 
12th. 


Tennis  Court 

Will  be  open  this  Fall  for  the  use 
of  the  residents  of  the  Dormitory 
without  charge. 

The  matter  of  the  use  of  this  court 
and  the  charges  for  it  will  be  re- 
eonsidered  in  the  Spring  by  the 
Dormitory  Committee. 

Dormitory  Committee. 
November  1,  1927. 


OBITUARY 

DwiNELL,  Dr.  William  Grout 
305  Hope  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Graduated  from  Harvard  Medical 
School  in  Class  of  1901.  After  gradua- 
tion was  Gynecological  House  Officer  at 
the  Boston  City  Hospital ;  Resident  Phy- 
sician at  the  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital 
and  Executive  Assistant  to  the  Supt. 
of  the  Bo.ston  City  Hospital. 

In  August,  1919,  he  published  "Lab- 
oratory Report  on  Epidemic  Pneumon- 
ia", at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences; 
had  the  rank  of  Major,  M.C.  and  was 
Chief  of  Laboratory  at  the  Base  Hos- 
pital at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  during  the 
war.     Married  Mi.ss  Harriet  Pish. 

Died  September  22,  1927. 

HARVARD  MEDICAL  SCHOOL 
CLASS  OF  1913 


PEORGE  BENET 

Medical  Building,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Married — No  children. 
Type  of  work:    General  Surgery. 
Hospital  and  teaching  positions: 

Staff  of  Columbia  Hospital  of  Richland 

County. 
Surgeon  of  Newberry  County  Hospital. 
Chief  Surgeon  South  Carolina  State  Hos- 
pital for   Insane. 
Suggestions,  notes,  etc.: 

Fellow    American    College    Surgeons. 
Awarded   British  Military   Cross — 1918. 
Major,    Reserve    Medical    Corps,    U.    S. 

Army. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.   Benet  spent   the  summer 
months  in  France  and  England. 

FRANCIS  GILMAN  BLAKE 
The  New  Haven  Hospital, 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Married — Three  boys,  10,  9,  5. 
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